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Dear Missionaries:

This issue of our Mission Bulletin includes excerpts from the
majority of the FElders and Sisters who were laboring in llicaraqgua
during the week of September 10, 197% when it became obvious from
both a political viewpoint as well as the prompotings of the Spirit
that the missionariee should he removed from Wicaragqua. No decision
in my life has been more difficult than the one to ask that our
dedicated missionaries leave theoir investigators, branches and areas
where oreat succass had occurad.

I was in daily contact with tha Missionary Department of the
Church and our Area Supervisor, Flder ™illiam Bradford, from whom _
I received counsel and encouragewent regarding the decisions we were
making. %We saw the protecting influence of the Lord in cur deci-
sions and in the personal movemeénts of each pair of missionaries,

I am pleased with the mature way in which our Zone Leaders in.
Nicaragua conducted the evacuation and how e2ach and avery team of
missionaries rasponded to their instructions. As you are waell aware,
on November 2, 1978, I returned to Nicaracua with aight choice indiv-
iduals who had been called by the promptings of the Spirit to return
and reorganize the missionary work in MWicaragua. Fach missionary
works long hcurs and as cne of them indicate? to me this past weck,
"I art working harder than at any other %ime in life,” Thoir work
with the 36 district missiocnaricz is assuring us of continued success
in the proselyting work, but aven more irmortantly the cantinved pre-
‘sence of that '‘power and influence’ in HNicaragua whicli can only be
prasent when servants of the Lord who have hesp ordaived. endowad,
called and set apart are labering in a naiion or land. Nicaragua

' (continuad on ., 19)

MANAGUA

“There were alot of Flders at our place that niaght, hecausa thoy were
leaving the next day. fo vhep we were talking the phone rang and they
said that Elder BRoza wanted to talk to me.  Dut whan I answared thoe phone
Elder Boza hocked me up with the President. who told mo that he wanted
evaryone out of ilicaragua. Ile oxplainad that it was just declared ‘martial
law'. Fven though I Aidn't know what it meant, it put a scare in ne.  We
got up at 4:15MM and started goetting pzoplae to hoad ot bto the airport.
After getting everyone, Flder Stonoe and I stayoed to roceive vhone calls,
Then I Accided to call the Flders in the cities away from Managua. Yo had
heon trying to get thom for about 4 daysg, wai tha lines wors out,  But
when T called Ladn we got through, so wve told thom te oot in to Managua and
go to the airport.  Jincoe we had succcss with that call we Lried the roast.
n Granada, T talked to Plder Chamborlain and taold hie to goet to Managua,
fince the buses woren't working, I told thop to do what Lhey had bo to gt
in. The biggest phone call was the one to Magaya., e hadn't noeard anye-
thing from them for about a weok or so.  Whop T otrind the Sanchoes family
nunber I got through and Bolga Sanchez said she kFpow whoers the ldors wera
and would go and tel)l fhem to oget oout,  Sftor that. ve tricd Chinandaga and




