we walkedl through the rubble left from the five days of fighting which
causoed the death of an ~sti
i

imated 29 peonlo. did we realize how the Lord
had protected us. The 'mrusge where we lived is out toward the ndge of the
city. It sits on the bottom of a hill. 211 houses around were marked
by bullets. OUR BOURD WAZN'T TOUCHED. From Monday morning to Thursday
night we had 2¢ plus students outside our window shooting with almost any
kind of weapen imaginable. Again, our housa wasn't touched. Without
going into more detail I just would like to finish saying that as we sat
in our house, I felt the Spirit of God., I know that if Matagalpa was
destroyed that our house would still stand untouched. I know more than
zver before that CGod lives and that he onlv wants what is best for all
of us."” -Tider Scott Ruppe-
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"Our own land lady left her house leaving us without a place to stay.
House~hunting is something of a challenge when all the stores are closed
and Guardia and students are shooting in the streets. Sister Calderon
and I knew of conly one place to ask, at Doia Lolita’s. She scemed com-
pletely non-pleased at the thought of two more mouths to feed. Already
having her other bedrooms filled with otler bhoarders, she cheer-
fully shared her own badroom with us. She was a true example of Barbara
Smith's ‘provident livincg®. For six days of street fighting, she kept 9
people fed and comfortable. She had no ohligation of any kind to us; she
is not a member of the Church. I don't know whare we would have gone or
what we would have done without her. I do know she was a blessing from
fleavenly Father. T also bnow I will never rcad Matthew 25:34-40 without
thinking of Doha Lolita." ~Sister Marilyn Moss~—

"This day we raceived instructions to get visas for all nissionaries
to Honduras. That was done on the 12th. We then received instructions
the 13th to change some of those visas. W=ll, as I had the opportunity
to work with BElder Clawson (Higrations), I saw the work cf the hand of the
Lord. Elder Clawson waz sure that it was golng to be impossible to change
the visas. Sure enough, when we got to the pagaport office, t 2ve were
Viternlly uy droeda ~f neon?e brrine b Tenve $00 connt e a0 aowarl o
there were not about to change visas. 2 van from room to roonr. trying to
find someone that would help us. Ve were loo<ing hope when we were in-
spired to go to the top man. Ve walked in thoe door and a man said, 'Yes,
what can we do for you?' We couldn't helicve wha” we just had heard. e
explained our problem and he said to come hack at 3:00 and that there
would be no problem. That was the first miracle the Lord performed for
us. ” ~Fldeyr Nrian Johnson-

(continued from p.1) .
can not be the same nor can 1% progress to the heights of its
potential without thes influence of full-time missionaries.

I thank each one of you personally for your prayers, letters and
for volunteering to return to Nicaragua. The Lord has heard us and
success continues in our misison althougl the great mission field
of Nicaragua is not heing fully utilized. The months of September
through lovemhcr woere the highest months in bhaptisms in the history
of this mission with lovember being the highest month ever. Sister
Maren and I thanl you and encouraoce vou o not only “lengthen your
stride but to reach even beyond. | Run rather than walk. Let the
urgency of our mission drive us td newr personal achievements,
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SIP OCT MOV

Honduras 20 TR TTOE 7Y ™Y AW TON 72 797 T8 1 101 6u3
Panama 34031 39 A1 52 34 AL A% 63 64 44 A48
Nicaragna 310 A7 d4n% 60 34 Ay A Al 1R 1A BT A3l
Costa Rica 20 20 32 32 220 20 37 20 A1 35 23 339

1973 Totals 133 145 142 200 165 167 194 1657200 154 220 1951

Our goal for 1%79 is 2190 or more baptisns. Our total for 1977 was
1814 baptisms.,



