Matagalpa, but the lines were out. After breakfast, Flder Clawson showed
up and told me that nokody went out on the flight to onduras So Llder
Clawson and I went back out to the airpert and startazd to try and chnr'wr
a plane. The people at the SASUA dest said 1f we could show them enough
passengers they would run a plane up teo Tegucigalva. Then we lined +hem
up and stared gatting the Flﬂkefﬂ, the Fldaers from Cranada, Elders wWaldie
and Chamberlain arrived. Two ninutes later, Tlders S=lva and Silva, the
Elders from !Masaya, walked in, It just about bhrought tears to my eyes to
see them. It was most likelv the best thing that happened all day. Right
after them, Elders #ilton and Smart from Ledn came in with just the clothes
on their backs. ¥e got evervhody off on the plane. Tt was sure hard on
me to see them all agos especially old Flder IMacham. 5Sut on our way hack
to the house, exeryeone of us knew without a doubt that the Lord had helped

us that whole day. ~Elder Gary Lundell-
"The first day of my trip to Costa RFica to becin my mission. there was

a threat against my Life in the ailrport because 1 wag taken to be a guer-
illa fighter. I carried ny vielin in its cage and meonle thought it was
a machine qun. 1 didn’t know mu about the situation in Nicaracua and in
Fonduras I had bought a green canvas army haoo ir which to carry mv things.
Someonz followed me to the airport and when I .was ir the bhathroom they
threw a stick of dynamite at me. T was the only one in the hathroom and
the dynamite 2xploded, The evplosion was so strono that the walis of the
stalls tumbled down, the light was put out, and the way out was hlocked,
The air choked me because the bomb ewvploded like a meteor, destroying
everything. The air was Fillad with dust. I couldn't ses., I could''t
hear. I couldn't hreath. 1T desperate.ly tried to cet to one side with
bricks and glass falliing on me and my perscnal baelongings. Yith the
strength I had left, I cried to the Lord for mercy. Just hafore I fell,
I felt the influence of the Holy Ghost and 1 saw asg ;{ 5omathing 1llumin-~
ated me. Tull of dirt and with my personri belongings, I heagan to wall,
I then clearly saw the outsids of the hathroom and where the big steel
door used to be. It was now about four yards from it’s normal position.
Still today the fact that there isn’t a bathroow door is a testimony of
tha destruction. I Fell again near the cement locks and stones. The
police then grabhbed me and pushed me and began acusing me of things and
asking questions.  “Who sent yvon?”  "Who saved vou?”  "Whe took you out of
there? It's impossible that you made it ovt alivael”™ All T could answer
was, "The Lord of the heavens.' They said,. "These religious peoplzs cause
more problems.”™ Thaen they interroacatad ms for thr*c hours until 11:00P.M. "
-Tlder Manuel Pena

-

"On the thirteenth after we found out that I was lecaving For sure,
Elder Pena and I were visiting the memhers and investigators to say good-
byz. Usually we would walk on the main streets to avoid the dust, but
this time I felt that we should taka & dusty side road te arrive at the
sam> housa. As we arrived, we saw some tiresg bheing 1lit on fire in the
middle of the road., We wounld have walked right by thosce tires had we not
taken the side road., Ye were in a very calm area and there wasn't any
fighting to speak of. However, thz brother of one of our baptisms was
shot and killed by the Cuardia durinq one of their episodes with machine
guns.”’ lder Randy Hortin-

"Wednesday niqght, tha 13th of Septormber at about 8-00P.M. ., we veceilved
word by phone from the LLs that Dlder Peia would he leaving Managua in the
morning at 6:30 from the airport and would we notify him zsince he and Flder
Hortin had ne rvhone. Mormally this would have beasn no problem to hunt up
the house of the Elders with the Jdirection given, but this same night,
martial law had beecn declared in Managua and armed guards weore patrolling
the araa,; shooting first and asking questions later. There was no choice
however and as I hung up the phone. I thought momantarily about how we
voere going to handlce it becoause for the first time and only time, I was
frightoned of the conscauences, 1 explained this situation to Sister
Triguerns. YWe grabbed our swoators and boefore leaving the house, we Ynelt
in prayer to ask the Lord for his protection and to literally quide our
footsteps., 1 remember how the Spirit burned within me and the tears hegan
te f£all. As T closced the prayer and my companion and I tooked at once an-
other, her eyos too filled with tears, we lknev that the Lord would watch

closely over us and that we would eonrcountoer no danger. We left the housce
TR N Lo T T L . T A SRS K S . JUE R TR R P IR SR D




