Joseph’s Interviews with Moroni

21-22 September 1823






Prologue

I continued to pursue my common vocations in life until the twenty-first of
September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, all the time suf-
fering severe persecution at the hands of all classes of men, both religious and
irreligious, because I continued to affirm that I had seen a vision.

During the space of time which intervened between the time I had the vision
and the year eighteen hundred and twenty-three—having been forbidden to
join any of the religious sects of the day, and being of very tender years, and
persecuted by those who ought to have been my friends and to have treated
me kindly, and if they supposed me to be deluded to have endeavored in a
proper and affectionate manner to have reclaimed me—I was left to all kinds of
temptations; and, mingling with all kinds of society, I frequently fell into many
foolish errors, and displayed the weakness of youth, and the foibles of human
nature; which, I am sorry to say, led me into divers temptations, offensive in
the sight of God. In making this confession, no one need suppose me guilty
of any great or malignant sins. A disposition to commit such was never in my
nature. But I was guilty of levity, and sometimes associated with jovial company,
etc., not consistent with that character which ought to be maintained by one
who was called of God as I had been. But this will not seem very strange to
any one who recollects my youth, and is acquainted with my native cheery
temperament.

In consequence of these things, I often felt condemned for my weakness and
imperfections; when, on the evening of the above-mentioned twenty-first of
September, after I had retired to my bed for the night, I betook myself to prayer
and supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of all my sins and follies, and
also for a manifestation to me, that I might know of my state and standing before
him; for I had full confidence in obtaining a divine manifestation, as I previously
had one.

While I was thus in the act of calling upon God, I discovered a light appearing
in my room, which continued to increase until the room was lighter than at
noonday, when immediately a personage appeared at my bedside, standing in
the air, for his feet did not touch the floor.

He had on a loose robe of most exquisite whiteness. It was a whiteness beyond
anything earthly I had ever seen; nor do I believe that any earthly thing could
be made to appear so exceedingly white and brilliant. His hands were naked,
and his arms also, a little above the wrist; so, also, were his feet naked, as were
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his legs, a little above the ankles. His head and neck were also bare. I could
discover that he had no other clothing on but this robe, as it was open, so that
I could see into his bosom.

Not only was his robe exceedingly white, but his whole person was glorious
beyond description, and his countenance truly like lightning. The room was
exceedingly light, but not so very bright as immediately around his person.
When I first looked upon him, I was afraid; but the fear soon left me.

Scene One

He called me by name, and said unto me that he was a messenger sent from the
presence of God to me, and that his name was Moroni; that God had a work
for me to do; and that my name should be had for good and evil among all
nations, kindreds, and tongues, or that it should be both good and evil spoken
of among all people.

He said there was a book deposited, written upon gold plates, giving an account
of the former inhabitants of this continent, and the source from whence they
sprang. He also said that the fulness of the everlasting Gospel was contained in
it, as delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants;

Also, that there were two stones in silver bows—and these stones, fastened to
a breastplate, constituted what is called the Urim and Thummim—deposited
with the plates; and the possession and use of these stones were what constituted
“seers” in ancient or former times; and that God had prepared them for the
purpose of translating the book.

After telling me these things, he commenced quoting the prophecies of the Old
Testament. He first quoted part of the third chapter of Malachi:

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.

But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he ap-
peareth? for he is like a refiner’ fire, and like fullers’ soap:

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousness.



Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in
the days of old, and as in former years.

And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against
the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against
those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that
turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.

For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and
have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord
of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings.

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.

And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits
of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field,
saith the Lord of hosts.

And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the
Lord of hosts.

Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have we
spoken so much against thee?

Ye have said, 1t is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his
ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?

And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea,
they that tempt God are even delivered.
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Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hear-
kened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.

And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between
him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

And he quoted also the fourth or last chapter of the same prophecy, though
with a little variation from the way it reads in our Bibles:

For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea,

and all that do wickedly, shall be burn as stubble: and-the-day-that-cometh for
they that come shall burn them wp, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave

them neither root nor branch.

But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing
in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.

And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your
feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.

Behold, I will send-you reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the
prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

And he shall turirthe-heart-of thefathersto-the-childrens plant in the hearts of the
children the promises made to the fathers, and the hearts of the children to-their

fathers; shall turn to their fathers. testFeomeand-smite theearth-with-a-ecurse If it
were not so, the whole earth would be utterly wasted at his coming.

In addition to these, he quoted the eleventh chapter of Isaiah*, saying that it
was about to be fulfilled.

In an 1838 revelation (p&c 113) the Lord identifies the Stem of Jesse in Isaiah 11 as Christ, the rod
as “a servant in the hands of Christ, who is partly a descendant of Jesse as well as of Ephraim, or of
the house of Joseph, on whom there is laid much power;” and the root as “a descendant of Jesse, as
well as of Joseph, unto whom rightly belongs the priesthood, and the keys of the kingdom, for an
ensign, and for the gathering of my people in the last days”



And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow
out of his roots:

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the Lord;

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall
not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the
meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his

reins.

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall
lead them.

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the cockatrice’ den.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of
the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the
second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria,
and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the
earth.
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The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut
off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.

But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall
spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab;
and the children of Ammon shall obey them.

And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his
mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven
streams, and make men go over dryshod.

And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left,
from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of

Egypt.

He quoted also the third chapter of Acts, twenty-second and twenty-third
verses, precisely as they stand in our New Testament.

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever
he shall say unto you.

And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall
be destroyed from among the people.

He said that that prophet was Christ; but the day had not yet come when “they
who would not hear his voice should be cut off from among the people,” but
soon would come.

He also quoted the second chapter of Joel, from the twenty-eighth verse to the
last.

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions:

And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out
my spirit.

And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke.



The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great
and the terrible day of the Lord come.

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord
hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.

He also said that this was not yet fulfilled, but was soon to be. And he further
stated that the fulness of the Gentiles was soon to come in. He quoted many
other passages of scripture, and offered many explanations which cannot be
mentioned here.

Again, he told me, that when I got those plates of which he had spoken—for
the time that they should be obtained was not yet fulfilled—TI should not show
them to any person; neither the breastplate with the Urim and Thummim; only
to those to whom I should be commanded to show them; if I did I should be
destroyed. While he was conversing with me about the plates, the vision was
opened to my mind that I could see the place where the plates were deposited,
and that so clearly and distinctly that I knew the place again when I visited it.

After this communication, I saw the light in the room begin to gather immedi-
ately around the person of him who had been speaking to me, and it continued
to do so until the room was again left dark, except just around him; when, in-
stantly I saw, as it were, a conduit open right up into heaven, and he ascended
till he entirely disappeared, and the room was left as it had been before this
heavenly light had made its appearance.

Scene Two

I lay musing on the singularity of the scene, and marveling greatly at what had
been told to me by this extraordinary messenger; when, in the midst of my
meditation, I suddenly discovered that my room was again beginning to get
lighted, and in an instant, as it were, the same heavenly messenger was again by
my bedside.

He commenced, and again related the very same things which he had done at
his first visit, without the least variation:

He called me by name, and said unto me that he was a messenger sent from the
presence of God to me, and that his name was Moroni; that God had a work
for me to do; and that my name should be had for good and evil among all
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nations, kindreds, and tongues, or that it should be both good and evil spoken
of among all people.

He said there was a book deposited, written upon gold plates, giving an account
of the former inhabitants of this continent, and the source from whence they
sprang. He also said that the fulness of the everlasting Gospel was contained in
it, as delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants;

Also, that there were two stones in silver bows—and these stones, fastened to
a breastplate, constituted what is called the Urim and Thummim—deposited
with the plates; and the possession and use of these stones were what constituted
“seers” in ancient or former times; and that God had prepared them for the
purpose of translating the book.

After telling me these things, he commenced quoting the prophecies of the Old
Testament. He first quoted part of the third chapter of Malachi:

Behold, I will send my messenget, and he shall prepare the way before me: and
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.

But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he ap-
peareth? for he is like a refiner’ fire, and like fullers’ soap:

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousness.

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in
the days of old, and as in former years.

And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against
the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against
those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that
turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.

For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and
have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord
of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?



Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings.

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.

And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits
of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field,
saith the Lord of hosts.

And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the
Lord of hosts.

Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have we
spoken so much against thee?

Ye have said, 1t is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his
ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?

And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea,
they that tempt God are even delivered.

Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hear-
kened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.

And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between
him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

And he quoted also the fourth or last chapter of the same prophecy, though
with a little variation from the way it reads in our Bibles:
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For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea,

and all that do wickedly, shall be burn as stubble: and-the-day-that-cometh for
they that come shall burn them wp, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave

them neither root nor branch.

But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing
in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.

And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your
feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.

Behold, I will send-you reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the
prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

And he shall turirthe-heart-of thefathers-to-the-childrens plant in the hearts of the
children the promises made to the fathers, and the hearts of the children to-their

fathers; shall turn to their fathers. testFcomeand-smite-theearth-with-a-curse If it
were not so, the whole earth would be utterly wasted at his coming.

In addition to these, he quoted the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that it was
about to be fulfilled.

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow
out of his roots:

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the Lord;

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall
not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the
meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his
reins.
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The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall
lead them.

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the cockatrice’ den.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of
the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the
second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria,
and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the
earth.

The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut
off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.

But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall
spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab;
and the children of Ammon shall obey them.

And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his
mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven
streams, and make men go over dryshod.

And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left,
from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of

Egypt.
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He quoted also the third chapter of Acts, twenty-second and twenty-third
verses, precisely as they stand in our New Testament.

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever
he shall say unto you.

And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall
be destroyed from among the people.

He said that that prophet was Christ; but the day had not yet come when “they
who would not hear his voice should be cut off from among the people,” but
soon would come.

He also quoted the second chapter of Joel, from the twenty-eighth verse to the
last.

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions:

And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out
my spirit.

And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke.

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great
and the terrible day of the Lord come.

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord
hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.

He also said that this was not yet fulfilled, but was soon to be. And he further
stated that the fulness of the Gentiles was soon to come in. He quoted many
other passages of scripture, and offered many explanations which cannot be
mentioned here.

Again, he told me, that when I got those plates of which he had spoken—for
the time that they should be obtained was not yet fulfilled—I should not show
them to any person; neither the breastplate with the Urim and Thummim; only

12



to those to whom I should be commanded to show them; if I did I should be
destroyed. While he was conversing with me about the plates, the vision was
opened to my mind that I could see the place where the plates were deposited,
and that so clearly and distinctly that I knew the place again when I visited it.

He informed me of great judgments which were coming upon the earth, with
great desolations by famine, sword, and pestilence; and that these grievous judg-
ments would come on the earth in this generation.

Having related these things, he again ascended as he had done before.

Scene Three

By this time, so deep were the impressions made on my mind, that sleep had fled
from my eyes, and I lay overwhelmed in astonishment at what I had both seen
and heard. But what was my surprise when again I beheld the same messenger
at my bedside, and heard him rehearse or repeat over again to me the same
things as before:

He called me by name, and said unto me that he was a messenger sent from the
presence of God to me, and that his name was Moroni; that God had a work
for me to do; and that my name should be had for good and evil among all
nations, kindreds, and tongues, or that it should be both good and evil spoken
of among all people.

He said there was a book deposited, written upon gold plates, giving an account
of the former inhabitants of this continent, and the source from whence they
sprang. He also said that the fulness of the everlasting Gospel was contained in
it, as delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants;

Also, that there were two stones in silver bows—and these stones, fastened to
a breastplate, constituted what is called the Urim and Thummim—deposited
with the plates; and the possession and use of these stones were what constituted
“seers” in ancient or former times; and that God had prepared them for the
purpose of translating the book.

After telling me these things, he commenced quoting the prophecies of the Old
Testament. He first quoted part of the third chapter of Malachi:

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.
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But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he ap-
peareth? for he is like a refiner’ fire, and like fullers’ soap:

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousness.

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in
the days of old, and as in former years.

And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against
the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against
those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that
turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.

For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and
have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord
of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings.

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.

And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits
of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field,
saith the Lord of hosts.

And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the
Lord of hosts.

Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have we
spoken so much against thee?
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Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his
ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?

And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea,
they that tempt God are even delivered.

Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hear-
kened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.

And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between
him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

And he quoted also the fourth or last chapter of the same prophecy, though
with a little variation from the way it reads in our Bibles:

For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea,

and all that do wickedly, shall be burn as stubble: and-the-day-that-cometh for
they that come shall burn them wp, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave

them neither root nor branch.

But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing
in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.

And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your
feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.

Behold, I will send-you reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the
prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

And he shall turr-the-heart-of thefathersto-thechildrens plant in the hearts of the
children the promises made to the fathers, and the hearts of the children to-their

fathers; shall turn to their fathers. lestl-comeand-swite the-earth-witha-eunrse If it

were not so, the whole earth would be utterly wasted at his coming.
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In addition to these, he quoted the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that it was
about to be fulfilled.

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow
out of his roots:

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under-

standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the Lord;

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall
not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the
meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his

reins.

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall
lead them.

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the cockatrice’ den.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of
the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the
second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria,
and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.
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And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the
earth.

The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut
off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.

But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall
spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab;
and the children of Ammon shall obey them.

And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his
mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven
streams, and make men go over dryshod.

And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left,
from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of

Egypt.

He quoted also the third chapter of Acts, twenty-second and twenty-third
verses, precisely as they stand in our New Testament.

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever
he shall say unto you.

And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall
be destroyed from among the people.

He said that that prophet was Christ; but the day had not yet come when “they
who would not hear his voice should be cut off from among the people,” but
soon would come.

He also quoted the second chapter of Joel, from the twenty-eighth verse to the
last.

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions:

And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out
my spirit.
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And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke.

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great
and the terrible day of the Lord come.

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord
hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.

He also said that this was not yet fulfilled, but was soon to be. And he further
stated that the fulness of the Gentiles was soon to come in. He quoted many
other passages of scripture, and offered many explanations which cannot be
mentioned here.

Again, he told me, that when I got those plates of which he had spoken—for
the time that they should be obtained was not yet fulfilled—I should not show
them to any person; neither the breastplate with the Urim and Thummim; only
to those to whom I should be commanded to show them; if I did I should be
destroyed. While he was conversing with me about the plates, the vision was
opened to my mind that I could see the place where the plates were deposited,
and that so clearly and distinctly that I knew the place again when I visited it.

He informed me of great judgments which were coming upon the earth, with
great desolations by famine, sword, and pestilence; and that these grievous judg-
ments would come on the earth in this generation.

And [he] added a caution to me, telling me that Satan would try to tempt me
(in consequence of the indigent circumstances of my father’s family), to get
the plates for the purpose of getting rich. This he forbade me, saying that I
must have no other object in view in getting the plates but to glorify God, and
must not be influenced by any other motive than that of building his kingdom;
otherwise I could not get them.

After this third visit, he again ascended into heaven as before, and I was again
left to ponder on the strangeness of what I had just experienced; when almost
immediately after the heavenly messenger had ascended from me for the third
time, the cock crowed, and I found that day was approaching, so that our in-
terviews must have occupied the whole of that night.

I shortly after arose from my bed, and, as usual, went to the necessary labors of
the day; but, in attempting to work as at other times, I found my strength so
exhausted as to render me entirely unable. My father, who was laboring along
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with me, discovered something to be wrong with me, and told me to go home.
[ started with the intention of going to the house; but, in attempting to cross
the fence out of the field where we were, my strength entirely failed me, and I
fell helpless on the ground, and for a time was quite unconscious of anything.

Scene Four

The first thing that I can recollect was a voice speaking unto me, calling me
by name. I looked up, and beheld the same messenger standing over my head,
surrounded by light as before. He then again related unto me all that he had
related to me the previous night:

He called me by name, and said unto me that he was a messenger sent from the
presence of God to me, and that his name was Moroni; that God had a work
for me to do; and that my name should be had for good and evil among all
nations, kindreds, and tongues, or that it should be both good and evil spoken
of among all people.

He said there was a book deposited, written upon gold plates, giving an account
of the former inhabitants of this continent, and the source from whence they
sprang. He also said that the fulness of the everlasting Gospel was contained in
it, as delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants;

Also, that there were two stones in silver bows—and these stones, fastened to
a breastplate, constituted what is called the Urim and Thummim—deposited
with the plates; and the possession and use of these stones were what constituted
“seers” in ancient or former times; and that God had prepared them for the
purpose of translating the book.

After telling me these things, he commenced quoting the prophecies of the Old
Testament. He first quoted part of the third chapter of Malachi:

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.

But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he ap-
peareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap:
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And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousness.

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in
the days of old, and as in former years.

And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against
the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against
those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that
turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.

For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and
have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord
of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings.

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.

And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits
of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field,
saith the Lord of hosts.

And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the
Lord of hosts.

Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have we
spoken so much against thee?

Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his
ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?
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And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea,
they that tempt God are even delivered.

Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hear-
kened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.

And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between
him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

And he quoted also the fourth or last chapter of the same prophecy, though
with a little variation from the way it reads in our Bibles:

For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea,

and all that do wickedly, shall be burn as stubble: and-the-day-that-cometh for
they that come shall burn them wp, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave

them neither root nor branch.

But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing
in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.

And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your
feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.

Behold, I will send-you reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the
prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

And he shall turr-the-heart-of thefathersto-thechildrens plant in the hearts of the
children the promises made to the fathers, and the hearts of the children to-their

fathers; shall turn to their fathers. lestl-comeand-swite the-earth-witha-eunrse If it

were not so, the whole earth would be utterly wasted at his coming.

In addition to these, he quoted the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that it was
about to be fulfilled.
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And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow
out of his roots:

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under-

standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the Lord;

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall
not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the
meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his

reins.

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall
lead them.

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the cockatrice’ den.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of
the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the
second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria,
and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the
earth.
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The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut
off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.

But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall
spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab;
and the children of Ammon shall obey them.

And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his
mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven
streams, and make men go over dryshod.

And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left,
from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of

Egypt.

He quoted also the third chapter of Acts, twenty-second and twenty-third
verses, precisely as they stand in our New Testament.

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever
he shall say unto you.

And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall
be destroyed from among the people.

He said that that prophet was Christ; but the day had not yet come when “they
who would not hear his voice should be cut off from among the people,” but
soon would come.

He also quoted the second chapter of Joel, from the twenty-eighth verse to the
last.

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions:

And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out
my spirit.

And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke.
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The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great
and the terrible day of the Lord come.

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord
hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.

He also said that this was not yet fulfilled, but was soon to be. And he further
stated that the fulness of the Gentiles was soon to come in. He quoted many
other passages of scripture, and offered many explanations which cannot be
mentioned here.

Again, he told me, that when I got those plates of which he had spoken—for
the time that they should be obtained was not yet fulfilled—I should not show
them to any person; neither the breastplate with the Urim and Thummim; only
to those to whom I should be commanded to show them; if I did I should be
destroyed. While he was conversing with me about the plates, the vision was
opened to my mind that I could see the place where the plates were deposited,
and that so clearly and distinctly that I knew the place again when I visited it.

He informed me of great judgments which were coming upon the earth, with
great desolations by famine, sword, and pestilence; and that these grievous judg-
ments would come on the earth in this generation.

And [he] added a caution to me, telling me that Satan would try to tempt me
(in consequence of the indigent circumstances of my father’s family), to get
the plates for the purpose of getting rich. This he forbade me, saying that I
must have no other object in view in getting the plates but to glorify God, and
must not be influenced by any other motive than that of building his kingdom;
otherwise I could not get them.

And [he] commanded me to go to my father and tell him of the vision and
commandments which I had received.

I obeyed; I returned to my father in the field, and rehearsed the whole matter
to him. He replied to me that it was of God, and told me to go and do as
commanded by the messenger.

Scene Five

I left the field, and went to the place where the messenger had told me the
plates were deposited; and owing to the distinctness of the vision which I had
had concerning it, I knew the place the instant that I arrived there.
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Convenient to the village of Manchester, Ontario county, New York, stands a
hill of considerable size, and the most elevated of any in the neighborhood. On
the west side of this hill, not far from the top, under a stone of considerable size,
lay the plates, deposited in a stone box. This stone was thick and rounding in
the middle on the upper side, and thinner towards the edges, so that the middle
part of it was visible above the ground, but the edge all around was covered
with earth.

Having removed the earth, I obtained a lever, which I got fixed under the edge
of the stone, and with a little exertion raised it up. I looked in, and there
indeed did I behold the plates, the Urim and Thummim, and the breastplate,
as stated by the messenger. The box in which they lay was formed by laying
stones together in some kind of cement. In the bottom of the box were laid
two stones crossways of the box, and on these stones lay the plates and the other
things with them.

I made an attempt to take them out, but was forbidden by the messenger, and
was again informed that the time for bringing them forth had not yet arrived,
neither would it, until four years from that time; but he told me that I should
come to that place precisely in one year from that time, and that he would there
meet with me, and that I should continue to do so until the time should come
for obtaining the plates.

Epilogue

Accordingly, as I had been commanded, I went at the end of each year, and
at each time I found the same messenger there, and received instruction and
intelligence from him at each of our interviews, respecting what the Lord was
going to do, and how and in what manner his kingdom was to be conducted
in the last days.

At length the time arrived for obtaining the plates, the Urim and Thummim,
and the breastplate. On the twenty-second day of September, one thousand
eight hundred and twenty-seven, having gone as usual at the end of another year
to the place where they were deposited, the same heavenly messenger delivered
them up to me with this charge: that I should be responsible for them; that
if T should let them go carelessly, or through any neglect of mine, I should be
cut off; but that if I would use all my endeavors to preserve them, until he, the
messenger, should call for them, they should be protected.
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Appendix: An Excerpt from the Wentworth Letter

On the evening on the 21st of September, A.D. 1823, while I was praying unto God, and
endeavoring to exercise faith in the precious promises of Scripture, on a sudden a light
like that of day, only of a far purer and more glorious appearance and brightness, burst
into the room, indeed the first sight was as though the house was filled with consuming
fire; the appearance produced a shock that affected the whole body; in a moment a
personage stood before me surrounded with a glory yet greater than that with which I
was already surrounded. This messenger proclaimed himself to be an angel of God, sent
to bring the joyful tidings that the covenant which God made with ancient Israel was at
hand to be fulfilled, that the preparatory work for the second coming of the Messiah was
speedily to commence; that the time was at hand for the Gospel in all its fullness to be
preached in power, unto all nations that a people might be prepared for the Millennial
reign. I was informed that I was chosen to be an instrument in the hands of God to
bring about some of His purposes in this glorious dispensation.

I was also informed concerning the aboriginal inhabitants of this country and shown
who they were, and from whence they came; a brief sketch of their origin, progress,
civilization, laws, governments, of their righteousness and iniquity, and the blessings of
God being finally withdrawn from them as a people, was made known unto me; I was
also told where were deposited some plates on which were engraven an abridgment
of the records of the ancient Prophets that had existed on this continent. The angel
appeared to me three times the same night and unfolded the same things. After having
received many visits from the angels of God unfolding the majesty and glory of the
events that should transpire in the last days, on the morning of the 22nd of September,
A.D. 1827, the angel of the Lord delivered the records into my hands.

These records were engraven on plates which had the appearance of gold, each plate
was six inches wide and eight inches long, and not quite so thick as common tin. They
were filled with engravings, in Egyptian characters, and bound together in a volume
as the leaves of a book, with three rings running through the whole. The volume
was something near six inches in thickness, a part of which was sealed. The characters
on the unsealed part were small, and beautifully engraved. The whole book exhibited
many marks of antiquity in its construction, and much skill in the art of engraving.
With the records was found a curious instrument, which the ancients called “Urim and
Thummim,” which consisted of two transparent stones set in the rim of a bow fastened
to a breast plate. Through the medium of the Urim and Thummim I translated the
record by the gift and power of God.
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Appendix: The Three Witnesses

Seeking the Fulfilment of the Promise

Not many days after the above commandment [D&c 17] was given, we four, viz., Martin
Harris, David Whitmer, Oliver Cowdery and myself, agreed to retire into the woods,
and try to obtain, by fervent and humble prayer, the fulfilment of the promises given in
the above revelation—that they should have a view of the plates. We accordingly made
choice of a piece of woods convenient to Mr. Whitmer’s house, to which we retired,
and having knelt down, we began to pray in much faith to Almighty God to bestow
upon us a realization of these promises.

The Order of Prayer

According to previous arrangement, I commenced prayer to our Heavenly Father, and
was followed by each of the others in succession. We did not at the first trial, however,
obtain any answer or manifestation of divine favor in our behalf. We again observed the
same order of prayer, each calling on and praying fervently to God in rotation, but with
the same result as before.

The Visitation of the Angel—Viewing the Plates

Upon this, our second failure, Martin Harris proposed that he should withdraw himself
from us, believing, as he expressed himself, that his presence was the cause of our not
obtaining what we wished for. He accordingly with drew from us, and we knelt down
again, and had not been many minutes engaged in prayer, when presently we beheld
a light above us in the air, of exceeding brightness; and behold, an angel stood before
us. In his hands he held the plates which we had been praying for these to have a view
of. He turned over the leaves one by one, so that we could see them, and discern the
engravings theron distinctly. He then addressed himself to David Whitmer, and said,
“David, blessed is the Lord, and he that keeps His commandments;” when, immediately
afterwards, we heard a voice from out of the bright light above us, saying, “These plates
have been revealed by the power of God, and they have been translated by the power of
God. The translation of them which you have seen is correct, and I command you to
bear record of what you now see and hear.”

Martin Harris also Views the Plates

I now left David and Oliver, and went in pursuit of Martin Harris, whom I found at a
considerable distance, fervently engaged in prayer. He soon told me, however, that he
had not yet prevailed with the Lord, and earnestly requested me to join him in prayer,
that he also might realize the same blessings which we had just received. We accordingly
joined in prayer, and ultimately obtained our desires, for before we had yet finished, the
same vision was opened to our view, at least it was again opened to me, and I once more
beheld and heard the same things; whilst at the same moment, Martin Harris cried out,
apparently in an ecstasy of joy, “’Tis enough; ’tis enough; mine eyes have beheld; mine
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eyes have beheld;” and jumping up, he shouted, “Hosanna,” blessing God, and otherwise
rejoiced exceedingly.

Statement of the Witnesses

Having thus, through the mercy of God, obtained these glorious manifestations, it now
remained for these three individuals to fulfil the commandment which they had received,
viz., to bear record of these things; in order to accomplish which, they drew up and
subscribed the following document:

The Testimony of Three Witnesses

Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom this work shall
come; That we, through the grace of God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, have
seen the plates which contain this record, which is a record of the people of Nephi, and
also of the Lamanites, their brethren, and also of the people of Jared, who came from the
tower of which hath been spoken. And we also know that they have been translated by
the gift and power of God, for his voice hath declared it unto us; wherefore we know
of a surety that the work is true. And we also testify that we have seen the engravings
which are upon the plates; and they have been shown unto us by the power of God, and
not of man. And we declare with words of soberness, that an angel of God came down
from heaven, and he brought and laid before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates,
and the engravings thereon; and we know that it is by the grace of God the Father, and
our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and bear record that these things are true. And
it is marvelous in our eyes. Nevertheless, the voice of the Lord commanded us that we
should bear record of it; wherefore, to be obedient unto the commandments of God, we
bear testimony of these things. And we know that if we are faithful in Christ, we shall
rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found spotless before the judgment seat
of Christ, and shall dwell with him eternally in the heavens. And the honor be to the
Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen.

OL1vER COWDERY
Davip WHITMER
MARTIN HARRIS
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